Introduction
Imagine that you are homeless in a major urban area in the United States and for various reasons are "sleeping rough" -that is, in a place not meant for human habitation. You may opt to sleep in your car, if you have one, or in an abandoned building. Or you may resort to sleeping outside, perhaps in a tent or other temporary shelter. What features would you seek in a camp location? What amenities would be important to you? You might think back to your days as a youngster when you may have had the opportunity to go camping in the wild and learned useful tips: don't camp under a big tree that could blow down in a storm or attract lightning; beware of slopes or avalanche areas; avoid thick woods, heavy underbrush or weeds, and rocky ground; never camp in gullies or dry river beds; and seek a campsite close to a water source but not right on its edge (Jobson, 1974; Howe et al., 1997; Tawrell, 2006) . Unfortunately, this knowledge would be of limited use in a built-up urban area because extensive use of most spaces by other people places significant constraints on site selection. Also, some cities lack significant tracts of undeveloped land where wilderness survival skills would be useful. Instead, there are skid rows -places with homeless encampments in plain sight, on city streets, and in vacant lots, urban parks, and parking lots.
Research on homeless encampments typically focuses on the individuals in the camps themselves (Cousineau, 1993; Erlenbusch et al., 2001; Lawson, 2002; Amster, 2003; Aubry et al., 2003) . Descriptions of camp locations are very broad, for example, "They are located on vacant lots, beneath freeway underpasses, in wooded areas, in church parking lots, in public parks, and on other public and private lands" (Loftus-Farren, 2011 , p.1046 . Cousineau (1997) describes encampments in Los Angeles as being "assembled in public places such as on sidewalks or in vacant lots" (p.71), while "others are more concealed from public view, along riverbanks and train tracks, under freeway overpasses or bridges, in alleys or in shrubbery along open highways, on freeway on-ramps, and on transition roads" (p.71).
Such descriptions are often little more than lists of the types of places in urban areas that are not actively used for residential, commercial, or industrial purposes. Snow and Mulcahy describe this sort of urban space as marginal: "Space that has little if any use value to most residents; little if any current economic or exchange value to entrepreneurs, except perhaps as a tax write-off; and no immediate political or symbolic value" (2001, p.157). As long as homeless people and their encampments remain in these marginal spaces, conflict over use of public space is minimized.
Many cities contain large non-active land use spaces, but homeless encampments are not in all such areas, suggesting that other factors determine the location of encampments. One relevant factor may be the camping experience and world view of the homeless campers themselves. A study of camps located along creeks and other waterways in the jurisdiction of the Contra Costa County (CA) Flood Control and Water Conservation District (Devuono-powell, 2013) classified camps into three types largely based on the characteristics of the people camping there: "old-timer" camps, "newcomer" camps, and "veteran" camps. Old-timer camps were usually located near water and underneath an existing element of infrastructure, such as freeways, overpasses, or bridges. Newcomer camps were found in areas that had not been sites of previous encampments. Such encampments tended to be larger than the other two types, supposedly because these campers, relatively new to life as unsheltered homeless and thus not experienced in finding locations for good campsites, sought out safety in numbers. The third type of encampment, veteran camps, typically occupied by military veterans or survivalists, blended into their surroundings through concealment or use of structures that are relatively well camouflaged. These encampments were smaller and often located in areas that were spatially isolated and not very accessible (Devuono-powell, 2013) .
Homeless encampments in East Orange County in central Florida were almost always located along one particular main road and located near "restaurants, gas stations, and other commercial outlets" (Donley & 
